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FASHION DEMANDS TIGUT LACING

Ij Mode of Fifty Years Ago Is Here AgainNew Styles of

iii Spring Gowns

Special Correspondence
New York Feb 8The first and themost stringent commandment of the

mocUse now is you must be wel cor ¬
you are not and haveIYOlprinciples against reducing your waistmeasure by means of a long steady

u1 on your stay strings then dontf god looks sace attempt to have
cut on the new

mode A large waist is not to bo tol-
erated

¬

with the shape of skirt andbasque we are now wearing and every
voman who still nourishe the ancientbelief of he sex comfort andhealth ought to be invariably sacrificedtobeauty is banting and lacing withthe vigor of fifty years

This woeful but weagae alpanting
after a small round zone sweepinghip arch and a perfectly flat abdomen
which are only to be got by means of
the new canvas silk and lnen stays
with their tough silk laces Host of
the new corsets are to begin with ab-
solutely

¬

plain their only ornamenta-
tion

¬
is a little decorative needlework

about their tips They are heavily
bone but the best of the are not
mnde in the clumsy coutille by thestrength of wiilch such store used to be
ia I

Coutille it Is agreed gives the figure
a stiff hard expression and nowadays
the desire is to beclosely laced witcJut losing supple grace of aspect
truly well cut corSEt are made very
short in the e out under
the shoulder blade on the hip
proper they are short and boneless

hue the steel and whaebone are
brought to the front simple
device it Is wonderful the way useful
curves are thrown out and humpish
superfluity crushed in and a woman
whose stays are very tight moves about
with the apparent elasticity of a skirt
dancer

Now we wont raise any hygienic
questions here but rest on the assertion
that from a modish point of view the
Trw corset tccmplshc wonders and
if you hnpen a as the pro
verbial rail sp thin indeed thatno amount of lacing could produce hips
or bust then you caeasily buy a pair
nf prepared stays that will produce
them for you These will bemade of
a linen net having aerated in thepasgnt places Thetasby way are
Ir prepared heat the body
and so diminish the flesh as clumsy-
c tton pads do Xext summer such del¬

kate built women aneed neither to
to pad will popularize the

seeiest little corsets made all of a
tough flat linen lace while already for
home wear the corset makers are show ¬

inS pretty things made of horizontal
TOW linen beading through which
broad satin ribbons run to form the
walls of the stay

SPANGLED GOWNS

Xeafter crtand their vagaries
rr cueUies the topic of most burn-
ing

¬

inters among fashionable femi
rines jetted net Who is spoor or shopelessly conservative that a jetenet is not possible or needed hewardrobe Evecyone who assumes to
have a sciaplace poSes one and-
it is say that the cost of a
Trtcostume of this material in black

course illuminated with black
sequins and hung over black lace silk
tan be reckoned at 50 and up The

conomy of this Seies of toilet is that
t is assured to eminently smart for

0 ie msct t eve months and it is ap
propraie every occasion

Like the good wine that needs no
busi a sequined net requires no trimrung rind the more severely simple its
1uld the more absolute is its claim to
1 called fashionable Very few of
< iP toilets but are made up high in
tie throat and long in the sleeve with
1 unlerwaist of silk scontrived that

Oie arms and shoulders can be swathed
In Odenuded 0tli3 silk linings at the

Carers will aoccasion seems to
demand a high odecollete effect be-
neath

¬

her net waist The skirt must be

very long in front and boasting some
train behind and the highest author
ties do not counsel the wearing of col-
ored

¬

neck bands or girdles with such a
brilliant black toilet

En passant let it be advised thatyou who care to be abreast of fashion
do not buy anything more In turquoise-
blue Wear out whatever you have
of this or lay it away and make your
bows and neckbands and fresh hat
crowns of velvet or satin in mauve Ihowever blue is essentially your
adopt Sevres or ash blue They are
both tender lovely tones and very
much in demand Antique or uncut
velvet is a materia that has had just
one winter and was never a-

ver useful goods
NEW COLLARS AND GIRDLES
The dressmakers no longer counte ¬

nance the use of ribbon girdles and
collars on their new toilets They in ¬

sist that it is neither tiny nor becom ¬

ing to finish off a dress so and that the
collar especially should be a fixed and
rather elaborate detail of a costume
They are opening a spring of colarthat are high as ever with rffslappets hack of the ears and often
very big bows in front A crush velvet
stock is not good taste it has been

j
I superseded by a stiffened band of silk
laid in tiny perpendicular tucks hay-

ing pointed projecting bits set on and
directly behind the ears

All the girdles are narrow folds of
velvet drawn to a slight point in front
often through a tiny bright buckle or
just folded over at the ends and made
fast with invisible pins

Make ready say the miine for-
a spring of small hats the
face and in shape but slight departures-
from the toques in velvet that have
prevailed all winter One feature of
the straw hats is already buddingforth and that is delicate tule
ming By thi is not implied gilded

that very smart per-
sonage

¬

are already wearing but sim-
ple

¬

straw shapes showing pretty big
rosettes of tulle with hearts of smalflowers Many sensible souls
ping off dusty ribbons from their faith-
ful

¬

winter headgear and furbishing up
with these sweet clean tulle orna-
ments

¬

in deep rose tulle for instance
with dull red carnation hearts lilac
tulle with violet centers or white net
with buttercup hearSPRING SISThe silks for the new season are
flaunting their glories in every shop
and some of them are old friends with
novel names A goodly showing
though is made of genuine recruits
and among them are surahs and foul ¬

ards that are guaranteed to wash and
concerning whose popularity there need
be no question

The newest color in foulards is or ¬
I chard bloom and it is noticeable that
crisp silks have somow crept out of
sight In the place of the once dearly
loved taffeta we have tricotine mar
chalette and moirette and pongee up to
date showing a soft fineness and beau ¬

ty of decoration that is beyond any ¬

thing ever seen before Bengaline silk
popln and light wool goods with a

infusion of silk command evenstrong than the silks them-
selves

¬

French cashmere with a velvet sur¬

face and aalmost transparent nuns
veiling spotted or striped with silk is
the sort of thing that claims ever
shoppers attention just now
wat cloths to drape over colored
silk skirts and we are getting very
deep in checks That which is not
checked is quite sure to be striped such
for example athe pongee lawns and
the fancy lusters and Canton cloths
A book ful of Hower language might
easily a description of
these latest fruits of the loom but one
pleasant truth al shoppers now bear
in mind is that requires less material

I than ever before to make a gown in
spite of trains having come for a good
long visit MARY DEAN

I

j

and harder place to live in for the lossI of the pretty woman
I

GREAT DEC Y Of fEMALE BEAUTY

I Eminent Portrait Painter Says the Potent Cause Is Mans
Absolute Indifference

BY MILLICENT ARROWPOINT-
Is physical beauty in women on the

decline was a question propounded-
the other day toSir Edward Poyrethe president of the Royal aemSir Edward who haput many
fair feminine faces on canvas aany
ai tist in his time rapped out an un-
compromising

¬

ye The painter un-
doubtedly

¬

spoke for his own country
and within the range of his own exper
i jnce nevertheless it is obvious that a
similar assertion may be made con
carning women in America-

The United States in the past 100
years has certainly produced a greater
number of handsome women than any
other civilized country but unfortu-
nately

¬

since feminine beauty defies
statistics we have nfigures to com
1 are on the subject for all that the
standard of beauty among our women
grows lower every year said a New
York portrait painter whose work is
known from the Atlantic t the Pa¬

cificThere ae a number of reasons to be
cited as responsible for the existence of

r this condition he said One of the
ircst potent reasons I think is the ab ¬

solute indifference of the nineteenth
cetu and especially the American
ma physical perfection in woman-
kind

¬

Ubn ntty years ago tney were vast-
ly

¬

more sensitive to its influence anti
interested in its phases Young fellowss half century back read poetry nour ¬

sheromantic dreams wore their harI their ears and indited
imitation of Byron to darkeyed Inez
and goldenhaired Helen Fairy forsclustering ringlets azure orbs
flitted through their dreams and the
woman whose appearance tallied in a
measure with these standards was rev-
erenced

¬

anadoreas the ideal sweet ¬

heranot care arai> whether Inca
could read Greek or not ounderstood-
a word of parliamentary law but he

j did dcflight over her blushes her swan
l throat and alabaster shoulders and the

portrait painters 1t that <Jy jrcve-
Teyond the shadow of a doubt that she
possessed most of the charms inan
abundance we see any longer-

An ugly girl wus in rather hard lines
then good tempered and witty ashe
might be for the young mart was ro-
mantic

¬

and it was the Sweet Alice
with no great intellectual force but lots
of brown hair dewey freshness and
timid admiration of him who Inflamed
his sentimental heart Her beauty was-
heri stock In trade she and her mother

f knew its value anti everybody envied
J and worshiped it
i Nowadays the girl who sets out to

rule in society by the virtue of a lovely
face and figure is apt to find herselfI queening it over a very few masculine
subjects I dont know whether the
men or the women are to blame for thisf change but certain i is that no mater

Jt if she be asubtly graceful a ¬

patra aa far as Helen of Troy she
i will have swainadoring her for

4 those gifts of nature alone What thet modern man now admires is a lively
1c miss whose tongue rattles as brisk a I

c measure actanets who has a spon-
taneous

¬

who can malegolf balls sing through the air
full ogt and go and jokes who is

f not to put a cigarette between
her lips who is in snort a jolly good

f fellow If hsr feet are small her waist
4 isnugcircle her eyes bright and her

a

I clothes in the height of fashion she is
a belle and easily passes muster as a

I beauty whose claim nobody disputes-
All

I the poetry and the novels of theday proclaim the supremacy of this lit-
tle

¬
lady The novelists no longer botheto tell you whether their aefair or not nobody cares Heroines

who have an influence like the chicwomen who rule in society dont rest
on any such laurels a luxurianttresses snowy necks and pearly teeth
Those were the weapons of women ofanother time both inbooks and in real
lifeToday if a woman must have ad-
miration

¬

she etegoes in for ath ¬

letics or or she drese herdaring vivacious little self up Parisgowns and thus earns her belleship
Whether she does this because shefers to be athletic and learned

pre
andwhat not else to her old pqwer beautyor whether she has grasped at themas substitutes for her lot and iretrievable loveliness I dont vouch It Is

enough to say that they are bound tosuffice and everyone is apparently hap ¬py except the artists and
who find it harder and harde

sculptoreveryyear to secure proper
All these however are not the prime

reasons for the decay of beauty Menare Dhiismhi nn h <ut 1l 4u <mental over physical charmchiefly because the new woman has notmuch beauty tooffer There is a no ¬
tion prevalent among the gentler sexthat it is very foolish to waste timenourishing her bodily charms thatthere are more important callings inthis world Having decided to underes ¬

timate this great gift she is as busy aspossible destroying itShe Is doing it b overstudy for onething In payment for her book learn ¬ing she is contracting her chest extin ¬
guishing the limpid light in her eyes
and bleaching her cheeks In paymentfor her tremendous athletics isgrowing hornypalmed with f1heavy
muscles ruining the contours of herlimbs > her complexion isbeaten a aher hair Sisagh Wrtel ¬defy she overwhelms netstrength withso many duties and pleasures and suchextravagant rich food that she is thevictim of gout nervousness neuralgiaand dyspepsia and illhealth hits sappedthe color spoiled her figure and aged
herbefore her time

To sum up my argument I wouldconclude that the whole course of ourcivilization is against the growth offeminine beauty Men no longer care forit and women no longer nourish it Thetypical American girl If she is prettyhas every generation a shorter periodof bloom By the time she is 30 whenreally she should be in all the vitalsplendor of ripe she islowiine grow ¬ing either very herver fahair is dry harsh scanther skin pale and wrinkled in faceshe is fading and by 40 she is resignedto appear like aold woman
Her daughters naturally will enjoya shorter period of bloom and earliersuccumb to the blight that our elabo ¬

rate modern food close hot houses se ¬

dentr way of life and exer ¬
invariably bring There may besome stern souls who are quite contentto see our women3 beauty take wingsbut in the long run not higher educa ¬

tion nor golf championships will repay
thsweethearts and Wivcof the futurethe loss of glorIous gift
and the world is going bencolder

SNOWBOUND-

BY SUSA T OUNG GATES
We were nfl amused and interested

In the soldier laddies who found theirway from their own sleepers into ours
No doubt they were all lonesome they
belonged to an Iowa company just re ¬

turning from Honolulu Everybody
was restless in the enforced quiet of
our surroundings and we were glad of
variety-

We were certainly snowbound
Everywhere about us were snowy
mountains and mountains of snow
The trains had puffed up the long
steep grades from the west halted near
this station crowded passengers into
one or two coaches then pushed the
long trains down the sidetracks and
left them to stand there indefinitely-

As the days passed in this small
village near the large hotel in the
Colorado mountains people became
more or less acquainted with all the
other people who came sharing the
same anxiety and the same discom-
fort

¬

with varying degrees of patience
We were glad we women that we

had a baby and a little girl among
the passengers in our sleeper for they
were not only pretty they were de¬

lightfully good and goodnatured
However I think the one passenger

who interested us all and furnished us
food for speculation with a touch of
romantic interest was the darkhaired
youthful soldier with his coat of blue
and his buttons of brasHe was an innocent lad and his
years soldiering in Honolulu had done

else than make him homesick-
and he liked to linger near the ma¬

tured women in our car talking of his
home and peopl-

eGoodmorrng said cheery Mrs
Maguire a he approached us the
fourth day of our imprisonment
How are you this
He sat down his bonny face sad ¬

dened with the driving snowstorm out ¬

side our car windows
Well he remarked tentatively-

when I waked up this morning and
looked out and saw this raging storm
I was almost sorry that I was brought-
up in a pious family and didnt learn
to sweaHe pulled his slender silken mus ¬

tache with a line show of manly im-
patience

¬

and every woman in the
party half sympathized with him

I dont know what my folks will
think Its enough for a fellow to be
away from home for some purpose
but to come home after a years sick ¬

ness and suspense in an army camp-
to get within a days ride of home and
then be shut up like this well its
more than a nuisance

And what will the little wife do
asked Mrs Maguire whom the lad had

j chosen as his special confidant
I Well thats it When a man has
no family cares he can endure these
difficulties with more patience You
caimagine he added with a twinkle
in his brown eyes how my wife will

I

feel for you know you are a wife
I yourself
ii Oh but I dont know protested
she I cant imagine how she would
feel for I am sure I should quite enjoy

j being relieved of my husband for a
whole year I get so tired of lookingat him all the time

j The fellow was unable toparryyounbthis ad began to talk about life
in Honolulu-

ItI was delightful to listen to the
I long hal humorous description of

<ds and strange people Yet
still more delightful to hear the loyal

I lips turn continuously to the theme of
home father mother and wife and
away from the topic of conquest and

I war
And have you breakfasted asked

I one of the party-
Oh yes answered he soldiers

I have plenty when they have hardtack-
and

I

coffee
He could not amuse himsel with the

I card of ¬games many compan
I

ions for he could not take part in the
gambling slight though it might be
which amused the others

Day followed day We were to get
out in six hours in twelve then to
morrow and tomorrow And so the
days drifted on ij

we told all our stories t eacn otner
gave detailed accounts of various life
experiences of little or no moment
wrote dozens of letters which would

I not be posted till alter we were safe
at home Then we shared each others

I luncheons till they began to be ra¬

I
tons was on the othe side of tiia-
sno slide which blockaded our road a-

pE eng train coming from the op ¬

posie We speculated a littlea their supply of coal food and
water ther resources for amusement
and annoyance and discomfort as

with our own We were oniycompre and yet were separated
by days of cold lonely anxiety

That six miles down the hill to the
open road of travel destination and
home came to seem like six Intermin ¬

able periods of time and distance
Gaunt mon with exhaustion ontreevery passed our windows with

snowpicks and shovels their feet tied
up in gunnysacking their ears muf ¬

fled in oldfashioned comoter And
when a thought of discontet or mur¬

muring bubbled to the lips ope glance-
at the warn worried faces of the rail ¬

road mewould shame our discontent-
into silence

The day came when the conductor
brought the welcome news that the
cut had been mode in spite of cold

storm and difficulty and the train from
the opposite direction was approach-
ing

¬

us-
Our soldier boy was with us when the

announcement was made His wareyes sparkled with the fire of
expectation the pale face fame up
with the excited thoughts of adwife we were nil anxious with our
various individual hope and plans
thwarted and undone by this long

I

mountain imprisonment but what was
our joy and delight we who were oldl

and worn with life and its cares com-
pared to the exquisite happiness of
youth love and reunion aftes a year ol
sickening suspense and fear We
hushed our own pleasure to listen toI

the strains of joyful anticipation which
poured from the lips of the soldier hus ¬

band with almost delirious joy
Oh you see it does pay after all

to try to be a white fellow and todo
half way whats right Some men
would have me believe that God lives a
long way off you know Mrs Maguire-
but I have found when I was away off

there in a hospital and far from wife
that Gois very near uman
he and to lit-

tleanear as woman ¬

children
And how our sof womens hearts

yearned to him confessed his own
manly reliance upoit the pmer whtdi
had sustained rasJ

My wife see he went on with th-
ecOfdet3volubility of sudden excite ¬

ment Christian as well as my
goo mother and the last word she

me was to keep my Testament-
over my heart and to keep God and her
Inside

All this while the other train was
slowly approaching us from the other
side We were overjoyed of course and
when our soldier lad volunteered to go
and see what the prospects were
laughingly adding

Ill just look In the cars of the ap-
proaching

¬

train and see if theres any¬
body tee from Iowa we all warehim mer goodbye and
him way past the windows up
towards the head of the train
It was not ahalf hour later that he

came back the dear lad his face white
and drawn his lips quivering with pain

He paid no attention to any of us but
went at once to frs Maguire and
leaning over her he said in a voice

with emotion
Dear lady could you consent to

off here and help me for a day or
getsGod led me into that train for I foundmy precious little wife ther with heryounger brother both them coming

to meet me But the exposure and anx ¬

iety of this last week ha her
sick and I must stay hero mae

o

yule a few days with her till she ableto travel iMrs Maguire studied but amoment
then with a cheerful smile <she began
gathering up her things remarkingDont worr my boy your wife willbe all she has a touch of thegrip Well pull her through dont fearIn a few days shell be better than ever
before

Yeall helped our friendly traveling
companion to get away from us much-as we would miss her she wasan errand of mercy end Im going
tat there was not a touch of envysurinhearts concerning her and her mis¬
sion She would see all the end of thepretty little war and blockade romanceand enjoy to the full the sweet happi ¬
ness of the reunited young coupleGod bless you both and the little

wife we aU said almost in a brtAnd our filled with tearseye adear boy grasped our hands in
farewell and thanked us for our sym-
pathy

¬

and prayers
We were about tt> start away bur

selves but we rushed out to the plat¬

for and could just see in the distance-
a muffled female form carreby two
men towards the brave
boy in blue while our whilom friend
Mrs Maguire could be seen following
them wither shawl on hot arm

She happene to turn and must have
seen oufaes peering past the car
foshe waved a farwel which we all
returned by ouhandkerchiefs
vigorously Then we were off and our
snowbound experience was only an-
other

¬
I chapter in the strange history of

life

TMBIANNI6ANSC91JgTSflIp

How An Irish Iceman Won His Sweetheart a Shy New
England Girl

BY B W CHANNING

Brannigan carried ice for the Sylvan
Spring Ice company He was a goodly

fellow standing six feet one m
his stockings with a countenance deep ¬
ly bronzed by weather out of which
his wide blue eyes laughed unceasing ¬
ly His flannel shirt open a little at the
base of the strong round throat and
his broad felt hat indented with a
veritable Denver poke gave him a
cowboy effect He was perfectly cog-
nizant

¬

and traded on it with
the maids at the various houses on his
beat before whom he swaggered not a
little dropping hints of a western past
strewn with Indian scalps

And was you ever there now Mr
Brannigan f one of them once asked
him and he answered ambiguously

Aw a if I hadnt abeen how I

would I get the wownd on me crown
Vhat wownd on your crown Go

on

11 show It yif yell step over

Brannigan bent his burnished curls
and pretty Nora stretched on tiptoe
to meet them But just as the two
heads reached one level the hero lifted
his own quickly and kissed the fresh
colored face that looked so intently at
himSure the situation was that con
vaynient 1 cuddent help i he urged
fleeing to the door with a smart cult

in his ears Brannigan calledringing of thing Passin the time

I is only far to add that he aossed
in no worse ways But he was to

learn that there was a type of woman ¬

hood demanding more deferential ap-

proach
¬

The first time he saw Alma was on a
hot afternoon in August when she hajust come down from Nova Scotia adwas feeling the atmosphere of the
south end oppressive Jier moiner WHO

I kept a boarding house and had
combined with that responsibility the
careof a shiftless second husband sine
his two small boys had written to Hal-
ifax

¬

that Alma was needed and Alma
who had a good place there had dull
fuily responded to the maternal sum-
mons

¬

She was a slender darkhaired
girl with a delicate complexion and

I slim ladylike hands
Branmsan swinging in with his huge

I iceblock took a swift anoreciative
look at her dumped the ice in its re-
ceptacle

¬

and stopped on the return
swine for conversation-

TisI a warm day
Dreadful said Alma listlessly
I didnt see ye before

I

No Ive just come
Yell not stay here the old lady

cant kape no gyurl more than a week
tis a hole of a ulace
Alma looked gravely at him and he

wondered until she said
Im Mrs Browns daughter from

Halifax
Brannigan went away at that sud ¬

denly speeechless-
He saw her nearly every day after

but did not seem to make much head-
way

¬

A packet of chewing gum which
had appeared to him a graceful atten

suitable from any gentleman tton
i any lady was received with disao-
Domting coldness

hIS yery kind of you she said
never use It Mrs Dalby wrxorc

I I lived in Halifax thought it was com
mon

But Brannigau was hard to snub
Like Antaeus he rose the lustier for his
falls

ll
One day about a month after her ar ¬

rival he found Alma alone in the-

klchenhe mothers large and slov¬

person was usually well in evi-

dence
¬

and marked with concern that
I her eyes were red with crying Now
Brannigan had a mans philosophy re-
garding

¬

tears
Arent ye well at all he asked

coming up beside her
Im all right said Alma holding-

her head down and plunging her thin
little arms into a tub of soap suds

The next moment she was started
and scandalized by the clasp of aa1about her waist and the touch of a
brown moustache on her cheek

Ah cheer up whispered Branni ¬

ga tenderly It dont sthorm ivesry

dayAlma freed herself with a quickness-
that threw him on the defensive In
his experience where there was no
response in kind there were active re-

prisals
¬

He stepped back to avoid the
expected slap but the girl made no sort
of demonstration She simply stood
there with a white face and looked un ¬

utterable reproach
Tactics of so novel a kind were dis-

composing Brannigans bronzed cheek

faed the laugh died out of his

eyesSay Im mighty sorry he mur-
mured

¬

I rtiver thought but yed like
it The gyurls mostly does an tis

I no harm at all
Im not that kind said Alma

sternly
Brannigan was already convinced of

this He regarded her sheepishly and
ran his hand through his jungle of
sunny curls

Im mighty sorry he repeated and
as Alma showed no sign of relenting
went dejectedly to the door

Twos sweet what I got o it he
mused an tis bad luck get no
more Shes not that kind its true
for her

III
The next few times that lie carried

ice to the house hedid not see Alma
and when he did on the fourth day her
manner was excessively dignified But
as has been said before Brannigan was
hara io snub And now fcs was m rso than ever for the spirit of selfre
spent of Alma had wrought in his im
pulsive heat the mystery of love In-
stinctively

¬

he reconstructed his too
florid vocabulary and altered some of
his ways

Shes worth takin trouble for he
said to himself-

An unfailing instinct apprised Alma-
of his new feeling towards her and
she was aware though she would not
allow it to herself that she liked the
young Iceman His gentle persistence-
had its reward and after awhile they
had become so far friends that Branigan hazarded a new departure-

Do ye iver go out Sunday avenins
he inquired one fine Sunday

Sunday afternoons I do Alma
amended

Tis great out to the park
Ive heard it was niceAn illigant ride of a warm day othe open cars
Yes I suppose It must be

Brannigans face assumed a winning
expression of entreaty-

Id be proud if yed ride out there-
with me tomorry C

Almas delicate color deepened She
gazed fixedly at the handle of the door-
A more sensitive admirer than hers
might have suspected a hint of dis-
missal

¬

in the direction of her gaze but

< 4

Brannigan was not sensitive He came
a step nearer

Ah Say now wont ye go
Ama was silent still

say 3 oclock
Im not through my work till 4

It was the same thing as an assent-
Ill call ye at 4l He went off beam-

ing
¬

but her voice made him turn back
in suden panic

Dont tall for me she said in a
low hesitating tone youId rather
you wouldnt Maybe Il the cor-
ner

¬

at 4

The maybe ha no terrors for
Erannig who capitulation in

and every line of the droop ¬

ing figure with its back kept turned
away He marched forth radiant-

IV
The ride out on the open car was v ri leasont Alma enjoyed every bit of

though she asVfd herself frequently
What was she about

Brannigan vas not introspective be¬
sides he knew what he was about per-
fectly He paiu Almas fares with aauthority she dared not gainsay ad-S t with his arm on the back of the seat
behind her h1 eyes traveling delight-
edly

¬
from her Sunday hat with its im-

possible
¬

decoations to her sweetembarrassed fare and back againfelt the end In view
Shes my gyurl he was saying to

himself proudly aif she dont know
it yet shes goin to

His heart swelled healmost wished
some man would somethIn3 for
vhich he could knock He
had the primitive instincts of the tribal
lover he wanted to show his
stringth to the woman he desired
and to have her know that strength
would always stand between her and
danger

This feeling increased 3 time went-
or and he saw more clearly that Alma
was unhappy at home Her eyes were
often ied She complained of head-
ache

¬

and on being pressed confessed
that tile boys were tiresome

Brannigan once heard one of them
sptnk rudely to her and promptly lift
ed the young cub by the scruff of the
iiiijk demanding if he knew what they
did t bad bays back in the west
Tommy whined a denial and Branni¬

gan thundered out
Well if I iver hear ye open your

head to your sister that way again Ill
show yet

But it only made things harder for
Alma tc have a champion The step-
father

¬

dropped insinuations that made
her face burn and the boys jeered her
about her sweetheart-

Say Brannigan announced one
Sunday if that stepfather of yours
dont behave himself Ill be sewin a
button on him one of these days

Alma dreaded some such issue she
changed the subjectv jI

One afternoon a strange man came
with the ice

Tim Brannigans hurt he explain-
ed

¬

It appeared that Brannigan had j
been at afire and rushing out of the
burning tenement with a forgotten ba-
by

¬

ad fallen and broken his leg He
was in the city hospital-

The rext day Alma dressed herself
with care in the blue gown Brannigan-
liked and the Sunday hat with its
soaring plumes and outspreading rib-
bons

¬

and started for the hospital The
boys saw her before she gained the cor-
ner

¬

and screamed impertinences after
her but she never turned her head-

It was fortunately a visiting day
When Brannigan saw Alma enter the

ward his face was radiate with joy
He wanted to jump up and ruto meet
her And yet when she reached the
bedside he was lying very still with
closed eyesor with eyes that seemed-
to be closed

Ah an is it you he asked faintly
feigning a languid awakening Tis
good of ye to come but Im that wake-
I can scarcely take it in

A great lump rose in Almas throatShe had not thoughtto find him
Oh but youll soon be better Mr

Brannigan she sad struggling not
to err

Ah an do ye think so he asked
feebly

Yes indeed you dont look so very
sick now really you dont

Looks Is desavin he sighed me
mother was always afeared shed niver
raise me an Im doubtln she had the
right of it

Alma looked down at his sulendid
proportions in perfect seriousness A
sense of humor had not been included
among her other qualities and Bran¬

nigans fun always bewildered her
Do you feel a pan anywhere she

asked fearfully
Ahful just here said Brannigan

laying a muscular hand upon the car-
diac

¬

region Not a muscle of her face
changed as he saw through his half

eyes A ripple laughter passed
over him and he bit his lips under the

tawny moustache And while helong he could have fallen at her I

feet she was so adorably innocent
Alma saw and wholly misinteroreted

the tremor which shook him
Are you cold she inquired anx-

iously
¬

She knew that it was a bad
sign to feel col in serious illness

Froze said Brannigan in a
choked voice another and more violent
tremor convulsing him

Alma grew seriously alarmed
Dont they give you anything for a

chi she asked
cant give me nothin he

whispered twouldnt do no good
Poor Alma began to cry She did not

know Deoule never died of a broken
Jleg and with Brannlgaiis youngstrength and health it was

able
But certainly he was near his end

Reckless of observation she bent her
late to ills nail kIssed him And then
a strange thing occurred for the helD
less sufferer revived returned her fare-
well

¬

salute with interest and held the
girl close in a clasp of astonishing
visor

Oh my Mr Brannigan arent you
ashamed And me thinking you that
ill gasped AlmaBut he only laughed in a shameless
way

I niver told yo there was anythingwid me arms hewrongjust sufferin for a kiss dear
Yeve niver let me have one till now
he repaid himself for the deprivation

Ah Alma darlin say yell go to the
priest wid me whin Im out o here
Ive a tidy bit in the bank a niver a
soul dependin on me an Id make ye
so happy yed not know yerself

He became aware of the severely
disapproving regard of a middleaged
nurse on the other side of the bed and
let Alma go Then he winked with glad
effrontery at the intruder

Tis all right he assured her
kissin aint agin the rules whin Its a

mans own gyurl hes goin to marry
is it now An yere gain to marry me
the minute Im out arent ye Alma-
me dear

Alma was torn with a variety ofemo ¬
tions but she loved Brannigan-

Yes she said

k

THEY CAN SIGN GIANT CHECKS

Millionaire Women Who Manage Their Own Property
Overdressed and Illmannered New Yorkers-

BY EMILY HOLT

Nobody in New York any longer
gives teas That one word brands you
as a country bumpkin if you use it in
the intent to describe what Is now
called a reception or still more graphi-
cally

¬

denoted as an In and Out A-

teused to be a function without
special form of meaning Any hostess
at any time could commit a tea so to

sea for no reason or any reason
season the number of reception

teas have been cut down about one
half and those that are held have
their guests carefully selected and in ¬

variably denote the exploiting of a
lon Mrs Astor oMrs Belmont for

never announce themselves as
merely at home they specifically in ¬

vite you to meet between the hours of
5 and 7 some interesting specimen from
the ever replenished menagerie of
celebrities The celebrities include ev-
ery

¬
variety of human curiosity from-

a cuffless rebeaeRussian anarch-
ist

¬
to the thing in duesAll this gives a zest and

receptions and the wily hostesses no
longer have the least difficulty in secur ¬

ing plenty of men
Ever hostess by the way has her

specialty in lions Some women as
Mrs Charles Worthington for example
Mrs Levi Morton and Mrs Hewett care
only for the literary fellows When well
known authors like Zangwill and
Kipling both of whom at present ore
in New York reach the city they are
diligently hunted and first posses ¬

sion or tnem aseriously struggled for
as if they were special reductions at a
bargain counter Holger Drachman-
the Danish poet Is another reception
feature of vast importance but beside
the women who give receptions around
wrier is a coterie headed by Miss

se who snap up the musical
geniuses as soon as they get foot on
Americas shores a third set wrangle-
and maneuver mightily tofeature their
receptions with artists while the great-
est

¬

number naturally fight to secure
the foreigners with handles to their
names

When the Grand Duke Vladimir of
Russia was in New York two months-
ago he found on his arrival at his hotel
more invitations to the houses of rich
and fashionable women than he could
have accepted in a month Not one
of the women did he know but every-
one had sought and cultivated the
acauaintance of the Russian consul to I

New York weeks in advance and all
with a view of laying pipes for the
possession of the grand duke who only
spent one day and a hal in this town
The British consul is assiduously pet-
ted

¬
and dined because of his facilities

for introducing members of his own
arstocr who drift to New York but

enough the women sleuths secure
the coveted honor with no other aid
than their own daring and wit

There is a tale going the rounds ofa prince and of pure royal
I pedigewho a few weeks ago stopped

a New York hotel A lady-
of great social position boldly calledupon the princess and introducing her-
self

¬
offeree her hospitality The prin ¬

cess seemed about to yield when her
wouldbe hostess ruined her oppor-
tunity

¬
of bagging this big game by

begging that her royal highness when
she came would wear her coronet and
order It is needless to say her royal
highness reconsidered her own amiabil-
ity

¬

and the lady lost the chance of
exploitngone of the largest lions that

America this year It isa pity that New York City can no
longer boast the production of the most
aristocratic women in America Someyears ago the best dressed best bred
women undoubtedly did hail from this

j
I metropolis but latterly disintegration
has set in and for tasteless over dress ¬
ing and insufferably bad deportment-
theI

down-
If

daughter of Manhattan wins hands

anybody doubts the charge of over
I dressing let her betake herself to one

morning functions at the
WaldorfAstoria It may be a dramatic
breakfast or a musical luncheon for
New York women love anything in the
form of a matinee and as they crowd-
in the big ball room just take stock Ifyou please of the jewels alone that she

I adorns herself with before 11 a m A
chain or diamonds and turquoise drop-
ping

¬

to her knees a watch and watch
star sapphires and diamonds at

her belt a string of pearls with a dia-
mond clasp from which swing a dia-
mond Incrusted locket close aboutthe
throat a huge pearl and diamond

jI brooch in her neck stock three din
mond and turquoise hat pins a gold
rimmed car case studded with jewels
a gold purse with bediamonded
clasp and a couple of gemmed bangles

j is a veracious statement of the artucles
Itemized in the adornment of a lady-
of

I
vast social position who swept into-

a dramatic breakfast the other morn ¬

ing in a huge public hotel
Shades of good taste You may well

exclaim but she was not alone in hervulgar inappropriate glory Those
who went before and came behind herI had also emptied their jewel boxes over
themselves and they all wore white
glace gloves tossing white plumes and

I embroidered velvet gowns At the
opera and theatre matinees they flaunt
their sartorial splendors with even
greater recklessness You wi see any
Saturday slim beauties aMrs
Paget lr Whitney and Mrs Mockey
in snowwhite cloth and cream satingowns sparkling with diamante trim-
ming

¬

and coats of white velvet while
carriage women go shopping In black
satin slippers and open worked silk
hosier after breakfast

our New York women have
lost all equilibrium in dress they are
trying very hard to make up for it in
manner The manner that marks an
infuenta Fifth avenueite would do

bronze statue in its unbend-
ing

¬

hauteur With shoulders back and
nose well up and eyes set in a freezingstore that is the approved beaingThe body is held quite rigid and the
stare stiffens into a stony glare when-
a stranger is observed In drawing
rooms on introduction no one shakes
hands It is considered familiar to do
so you incline your head in 0 slow I
nod merely and it seems almost inde-
cent

¬

to smile cringing tt be polIte and
fairly servile to be cordial and hospit-
able

¬
at least this Is the rule

the women whose names stand
among

head of the social register and by whom
society manner and customs New
York are judged

THEIR BIG CHECKS
With all her faults there is nOmore

capable business woman to be found
anywhere than she who is in the smart
set in New York There is nOutry¬
ing to estimate the numbCof feminine
millionaires who on Fifth avenue
and its fashionable tributaries but it
Is safe to say that mot of these ladies
know amuch of value of money
and how to take care of their inheri-
tances

¬
as the wiliest of Wall street

bankers
Miss Serena Rhinelander has one of

the oldest and biggest New York es-
tates

¬

on her hands and she keeps themanagement of it mainly in her own
hands She owns scores of tenement-
and apartment houses knows their ex-
act

¬
condition and the rental they should

yield and she has perfected herself in
domestic architecture to be able to ex-
amine

¬

and criticise intelligently all
building and Improvement plans faher property Mrs Elisha Dyei per-
sonally

¬

administers every penny of her
own big Inheritance She superintends
and draws a large revenue from herbig Maryland stock farm deals occa-
sionally

¬
in real estate and has by clever

manipulation increased her wealth
rs Duniap Hopkins who will be a

< d

richer woman at ture day than
r 1

she is even now someown adviser on
Investments her own agent and book ¬ 4
keeper-

To 1
realize what the crof these es¬ 1tates impries the must under ¬

stand that each and everone of these
ladies is worth in own right well
into the millions Mrs Elliot F Shep
ard anti Mrs Fitzhugh Whitehonseare each worth something over 10000
000 Perhaps either of these two ladiescan draw the biggest checks of any
women in New York and next afterthem perhaps comes Miss Caroline dlForest and Mrs Wysong who Individ-
ually

¬
enjoy incomes of 550000 a year

and who like Mrs Arthur Dodge andMrs Herter know how and wheroevery cent of their capital Is invested
The financial good sense and acumen t
these millionairesses is very well at ¬

tested by the fact that rarely does arich widow or heiress so long as shkeeps in her own hands the conduct o °

her property feel any shrinkage in her
fortune and every one of these wornaare in spite of their shrewdness themost admirable landladies Mrs Shep
ards improved tenements are among
the best in New York Miss Rhinela
der has given more land as the sites forhandsome philanthropic edifices thanany one New York mans and Miss
Helen Gould who possesses as fine arow of tenements as any landlord Inthe city has never permitted her agent
to press a poor lessee or evict onethough she has never failed to collecther rents

HE PACKS AND SEALS MONEY

An Official Who Could Steal Millions
and Escape Detection Six Months

New York World
There is only one man in the United

States who could steal 510000000 and
not have the theft discovered for six
months This man has a salary of 1
200 a year His name is John R Brown
Mr Browns Interesting duty it is to
be the packer of currency under James
F Meline the assistant treasurer of
the United States who says that his Is
a place where automatic safeguards
and checks fail and where the govern ¬

ment must trust to the honesty of the
official

All the currency printed at the bureau
of engraving and printing is comoleted
in the treasury building by having the
red seal arinted on it there It comes
to the treasury building in sheets of
four notes each and when the seal has
been imprinted on the notes they are
cut apart and put into packages to dry
John Browns duty is to put up the
packages of notes and seal them

Brown does his work in a cage at the
end of the room in which the curn
pletion of the notes is accomplished
the room of the division of issues The
notes are arranged in packages of 110
before they are brought into the cagn
Each package has its paper strap on
which the number and denomination is
given in printed characters Forty are
put together in two piles of twenty
each and placed in a power press This
press is worked by a lever something
like an old style cotton press Theeare openings above and below through
which strings can be slipped after
Brown has culled the lever and com-
pressed

¬
the package These strings

hold the package together while stout
manila paper is drawn around it Thiopaper is folded as though about a
pound of tea and sealed with was
Then a label is pasted on it showing in
plain characters what is within The
packages are of uniform size and any
variation from the standard would b
noticed But a dishonest man in
Browns position could slip a aresarc 1
wad of paper into one of the packages
and put the notes into his pocket

If he did this the crime might not be
known for six months or a year or
even longer Some day there woud
come from the treasurer a requisition
for a package of notes of a certain de-
nomination

¬
The doctored Dockage

would be opened and the shortage
would be found However the govern ¬
ment has never had to meet this situa-
tion

¬

There have been only two men en¬
gaged in packing and sealing currency
since the treasury department ws
organized John T Barnes began the
work Mr Barness duties were filled
temporarily until Nov 1 when John R
Brown was appointed to the place

Ordinarily the bureau of engraving
and printing delivers to the issue di-
vision

¬
about fiftysix packages of paper

money of 1000 sheets each four notes
on a sheet making when separated
224000 notes These notes range in
value from 1 to 20 and their ajrsrfgate is usually about 1000000 The
government however Issues currency
In denominations of 50 100 500 1000
The largest ore not printed often be¬
cause the amount issued is small

If It could happen that 224000 notes
of 1000 each were received from the
bureau in one day the aggregate cf
value in the fiftysix packages wouIbe 224000000 As it is a little more
than 10 per cent of this sum represents
the largest amount handled in one day
That is the packer has handled 25
000000 in a single day and not one dol-
lar

¬
has gone astray

STRONG STATEMENTS

Three Women Relieved of Female
Troubles by Mrs Pinkham

From Mrs A W SMITH 59 Summer
St Biddeford Me

For several years I suffered with
various diseases peculiar to my sex
Was troubled with aburningsensation
across the small of iny back that all
gone feeling was despondent fretful
and discouraged the least exertion
tired me I tried several doctors but
received little benefit At last I de ¬

cided to give your Lydia E Pinkhama
Vegetable Compound a trial The ef-

fect
¬

of the first battle was magical
Those symptoms of weakness that I
was afflicted with vanished like vapor
befcre the sun 3 csimot speak IGQ
highly of your valuable remedy It is
truly a boon to woman

From Mrs MELISSA PHILLIPS Lex ¬

ington lad to Mrs Pinkham
Before I began takingyour medicine

I had suffered for two years with that
tired feeling headache backache no ap-
petite

¬

and a rundown condition of the
system I could not walk across the
room I have taken four bottles of the
Vegetable Compound one box of Liver
Pills and used one package of Sanative
Wash and now feel like a new woman
and am able to do my work

From Mrs MOLLIE E HERPEZ Pow-
ell

¬

Station Tenn
For threeyears I suffered with such

weakness of the back I could not
perform my household duties I also
had falling of the womb terrible bear-
ing

¬

dowu pains and headache I hare
taken two bottles of Lydia E Pink
nams Vegetable Compound and feel
like a new woman J recommend you
medicine to every woman I know


